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day, of the character of its inhabitants, of the industries in which they are en- 
gaged and of the position in history that the country occupies. His work also 
includes discussions of disputed opinions as to the position of localities or ob- 
jects mentioned in ancient history and descriptions of many of the ancient ruins. 

Across Yunnan. A Journey of Surprises, including an Account of the Remarkable 
French Railway Line now completed to Yunnan-fu. By Archibald Little. 
164 p., map and 16 illustrations. Sampson Low, Marston & Co., Ltd., London, 
1910. 3s. 6d. 

Yunnan, until recently the least-known part of China proper, is coming more 
and more into notice. We have now two good books in English on this west- 
ern province. Major Davies published an exceptional work on Yunnan {Bull. 
1909, p. 651), which was the record of four journeys in the province to ascer- 
tain the feasibility of constructing a railroad between India and the Yangtse 
river. The present work was originally written by Mr. Little as letters to the 
North China Herald. This traveller and author died before his letters were 
prepared for publication and his book has been edited by his wife. Mr. Little 
was well known for his long travels in China and his vivid and painstaking 
descriptions of what he saw and heard. His last book contains the first ex- 
tended description written in English of Yunnan from the Tonkin border to the 
Yangtse river; also much information about the French railroad from Hanoi to 
Yunnan-fu opened last year. 

AUSTRALASIA AND POLYNESIA 

Hawaii and its Volcanoes. By Charles H. Hitchcock, LL.D. viii and 
314 pp., 68 plates, including maps, and index. Large 8vo. The Hawaiian 
Gazette Company, Honolulu, 1909. $2. 

The object of this book is "to describe correctly the phenomena connected 
with the discharges of molten lava from the two great Hawaiian volcanoes." 
For this purpose the author has collected and published ( — or re-published, as 
the case may be — ) the records of the known visits to those volcanoes from the 
early explorers to modern tourists. These records constitute 206 out of 289 
text pages of the book. They are preceded by a chapter on the physiography 
of the Hawaiian archipelago, and followed by another on the Hawaiian type 
of volcanic action; an appendix of 15 more pages forms the conclusion. 

It may be questioned whether it was necessary to devote such a large part 
of the book to the collection of all that testimony, most of which has been pub- 
lished before in scientific and other magazines. In this, their original form, 
they have an actual interest only for the scientist, as raw material for the study 
of vulcanism; to him however, they have, with few exceptions, long been ac- 
cessible, and he would care less for a chance to possess them in book form than 
for the conclusions Mr. Hitchcock derives from them. The lay reader, on the 
other hand, can hardly be expected to have that scholarly interest in the mat- 
ter that will enable him to read over again and again descriptions of pretty 
much the same story with all their unavoidable repetition, and will, in his turn, 
skip the larger part of this matter in order to get to the Professor's opinions on 
it. With a few exceptions, therefore, among which the diary of the botanist of 
Vancouver's expedition, Archibald Menzies, deserves especial mention, this, by 
far the largest, part of the book seems a rather superfluous ballast which only 
serves to make the book more bulky and, consequently, more expensive. 

When one buys a book on Hawaii by a noted scientist it is the observations 



